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Contemplation 

           I did not have to ask my heart what it wanted 
          Because of all the desires I have ever known, 
          Just one did I cling to 
          For it was the essence of all desire: 
          To know beauty.   -St. John of the Cross  

Autumn has spread the morning veils of mist across the green valleys and 

touched the tree leaves with red and gold. Although the leaves are losing their 

life and decaying, there is so much beauty in their farewell colours. The dark 

evenings are descending and it is our challenge to keep searching for the beauty 

throughout the winter. Not only on earth and in the sky, but to look for the 

beautiful within the people you know, within the way their lives are shaping 

themselves, within the manifold ways we let go, die and begin anew. Beauty is a 

wonderful reminder of all those spiritual realities we cannot see with our eyes. 

Consider the feeling a majestic sunset creates in us. The sunset beauty can 

awaken us to that power which gives order and wholeness to heaven and earth; 

awaken us once more to the Christ who carries all of life, with grace and divine 

beauty. This is what John Keats meant when he wrote: “I feel more and more 

every day, as my imagination strengthens, that I do not live in this world alone 

but in a thousand worlds” (Letter, 18 Oct, 1818). 

Possible further reading:  

Ecclesiastes 3:1-14, Psalm 27, ‘Divine Beauty’ – John O’Donohue.                   Selina  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Foundation Stone Laying and 50th Birthday 

On the 2nd December at 11.30am we will lay a specially created Foundation 

Stone into the freshly laid new church floor slab. It will be the 50th birthday of 

the founding of our congregation at 73 Cainscross Road on the 1st Advent 1968. 

The ‘stone’ is a 20cm diameter copper pentagon dodecahedron into which 

special objects will be placed before being sealed on the day and concreted into 

the ground right in front of the future communion step. One of the special 

objects will be a paper scroll upon which will be written the intentions for our 

new church. This scroll will be put out in the preceding weeks for as many as 

wish to from the community to sign. The event will be accompanied with special 

words and song as we symbolically lay into the Earth our lofty and courageous 

intentions for our new church. We are building for the future. May all those who 

seek us in these times of growing uncertainty be able to find us all the more as 

an inner and outer place of spirit presence, healing and strength for themselves 

and the world.                  Aaron, Selina and Carmel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Community Meeting 

‘Let’s look at Death from both sides now’ is the title of our forthcoming British 

Annual Community Meeting organised and hosted by the Stourbridge 

Congregation from the 9th – 11th November. Contact one of the priests for more 

information or email Rosie on stourbridge.tcc@gmail.com . Aaron is driving up 

for the day on Saturday the 10th and still has a few free places in the minibus. Let 

him know if you want to join.          Aaron 
 
 
 
 

Founding in Russia 

After 43 years in preparation the work of The Christian Community in Russia can 

finally be officially and spiritually founded. This event is especially auspicious 

considering the ever-present tensions between East and West. When you read 

this the founding celebrations will already have taken place in Moscow from the 

12th to 14th October together with some 250 people mainly from Russia, 

Germany and eastern Europe. A group of 13 connected with our Stroud 

congregation will be there bringing gifts of chasubles and mantles and good-will 

from the West. On the 11th November after the Service there will be a report-

back in the community from the trip.                                                                Aaron 
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An exploratory group for 14+ year olds 

The confirmation group from last year are gathering together on a monthly basis 

with Selina to explore, discuss and experience the various paths of inner 

experience, including the differences of prayer and meditation, the various 

religious approaches and any topics the young people want to bring! The first 

session began on Saturday morning the 6th October and will continue on the 3rd 

November and 1st December.                      Selina 

 

 
 

 

A Man, a Maiden and a Tree 

For our Advent and Holy Nights theme we would like to take up Isabel Wyatt's 

play “A Man, a Maiden and a Tree”, a beautiful play, based on several of 

England's medieval Mystery plays. It comprises six short sections, interspersed 

with some of the most beautiful old English carols. It tells the story right from 

the Fall of Lucifer to the Coming of the Kings. Nine archangels will be present 

throughout, -of course only eight after Lucifer has fallen from grace- till the 

chapter of the Kings, when only Zachariel will be present (and of course Lucifer 

transformed!) For those of you who feel enthusiastic enough to join a rehearsed 

reading performance, please let Carmel or Allmut know. We would have a 

couple of readings/rehearsals prior to our performances.  

We need about 14 people, and once we know who will be willing to join this 

project, we can arrange a meeting before Advent to get started on reading, 

casting and singing!!                Yours, hopefully, Allmut & Carmel 
 

 

 

Quiet Prayer for Parents with young children 

Our chapel is a place of calm and peace at every moment of the day, even if one 

person sits alone quietly within it. The spiritual substance of prayer which we 

create together has been felt tangibly by some parents who visit our church for 

festivals and Parent and Child groups. Out of this sense of what our chapel space 

offers, I was asked by a parent if I could lead a short yet rejuvenating time of 

quiet and prayer. Any parents or care-givers with young children are welcome to 

join! 

Tuesdays 1.15pm for 1.30pm start with an optional social tea time afterwards. 

Selina 
 



 

 

Introduction for new children to the Children’s Service 

This will take place this year on Sunday 25th November from 8.45am – 9.30am. 

All other children, parents and community members are welcome to join in this 

precious little celebration for the new children (mainly new Class 1’s) with a 

special story and gift for their first Children’s Service.                    Aaron and Selina 
 

 

 

 

 

Current affairs research group 

I would like to begin a regular research group where participants are invited to 

bring content and questions for sharing and discussion regarding current world 

affairs. No subject matter should be excluded and we should also make the 

effort to include related content from the work of Rudolf Steiner where we see 

fit. The first meeting will take place at the church on Thursday evening the 8th 

November from 7pm – 8.30pm. Contact me if you are interested.                 Aaron 

 
 

 

Bernard’s 100th birthday 

Bernard Nesfield-Cookson is turning 100 on the 3rd December this year. He has 

been living at The Elms Care Home in Stonehouse for several years now. He still 

has a phenomenal memory and steady health and manages occasional daily 

trundles with his walker up and down the passages in the home. To celebrate 

this special milestone in Bernard’s life we thought to present a cake and flowers, 

and sing to him in the home at 11am on the day. It shouldn’t take more than 15 

minutes or so. Although he generally doesn’t cope with too many people he has 

given his permission for this to take place. His room is big enough for some 20 

people or so. If you would like to provide a cake or flowers and/or come along 

please let me know.            Aaron 

 
 

 

New Members 

If you are a Member and have recently moved please let one of the Priests know. 
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