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Consecration of our New Church 

We are planning to consecrate our new church and hold the very first Act of 

Consecration of Man on the 20th October, which will be 42 days before the 1st 

December / 1st Advent – our 51st birthday. We intend to hold the Act of 

Consecration of Man every day for those 42 days to incarnate our new 

sacramental home and prepare it for the beginning of the new festival year. This 

will echo the deed of Michael Tapp 51 years ago who celebrated the Act of 

Consecration of Man for 40 consecutive days after the consecration of our 

existing chapel on the 1st December 1968. We intend to embrace this special 

milestone with a week-end conference running from the 18th – 20th October 

with many invited guests and friends. Put it in your diary and tell your friends. 

Part of the conference will be the celebration of the very last Act of Consecration 

of Man in the old/existing chapel on the 19th October followed by its de-

consecration. More details and programme still to follow. 
 

German services 

Up to now we have held a German service on the last Saturday of the month. In 

order to avoid overloading the last Saturday which also has the Gathering for the 

Dead in the late afternoon, we are now moving the German service to the third 

Saturday of the month beginning in March. The next few German services will 

therefore be on the 16th March, 20th April, 18th May and so on… 

(NB: Unfortunately, this change did not get included  

in the latest printed Programme.)  Aaron, Selina & Carmel 



Contemplation - Belonging 

There was a child in my religion lesson who had not attended the Foundation 

Stone ceremony of the new church along with the other children in the group. 

When we told her about it she asked after a pause, “Who does the church 

belong to?” to which I replied, “Well, to everybody who is involved and everyone 

who comes to it”. “Does it belong to my mummy then?” she pondered further, 

“Yes!” I answered. The girls thought on and the oldest child said “But some of 

the people in your church are already very old so does that mean the church 

belongs to us too?” and “YES!” was my enthusiastic reply! 
 

It took them some pondering because it is a very different, almost radical sense 

of belonging and ownership that we have. They questioned further in another 

lesson as to who they belong to and they affirmed that they belong to their 

parents and wondered and explored the sense of belonging to the world and, in 

the words of the Children’s Service, belonging to the ‘Spirit of God’. 
 

For adults a feeling of ‘belonging’ to a community may not come immediately. 

There may be things we dislike which hinder us and we may search for some 

place where everything is perfect and exactly to our liking. Beyond our 

sympathies and antipathies lives a choice, from a place of empathy, to join in the 

life of a community. We can freely choose the place we belong. 
  

On behalf of the priests and the Carrying Group, I take this opportunity to thank 

everyone who helps our church to live and the community life to flourish on all 

its levels. From the ironers who take away our creases to the people who count 

how many pennies and pounds we have, to those who tend the garden spaces, 

those who provide us with hot tea and coffee and to those who stand and serve 

at the altar on behalf of the whole congregation. We send our gratitude to all 

who donate to us in a financial way and enable our work to continue, for without 

you there would be no church to tend. 
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And so, in this newsletter, we send a very big ‘Springtime thank you’ to everyone 

and, by the way, the church belongs to you!    Selina 
 

 

The Confirmation Retreat 

This year we have six young people who will be confirmed on the 26th May. 

Selina will join up with the confirmation group in Buckfastleigh and take them on 

a trip to Iona in April. They will travel over two days and stay three nights on the 

island to experience the sea and the wind and hopefully ‘Christ, King of the 

Elements’!         Selina 



 

 

Youth Group for 15 year olds 

There is a group running monthly on a Saturday morning where an open space is 

held for the young people to explore questions of life and the inner life with a 

concluding artistic activity. If there is anybody interested to join please contact 

Selina. 
 

 

Priest Ordinations 

Every year around February and March it is a special joy to welcome new 

colleagues into the circle of priests. The following are being ordained this year: 

Stuttgart (23/24 February) – Ulrike Cibulka (Austria), Uta Kleier (Germany),  

Nils Cooper (Germany/USA), Anastasiia Mazur (Ukraine) 

Hamburg (9/10 March) – Gisela Hübner (Germany), Kristin Kuhn (Germany), 

Anna Hofer (Switzerland) 

Spring Valley NY, USA (30/31 March) – Cheryl Prigg (Australia),  

Luis González (Spain), Matthias Giles (USA)  

It is especially heart-warming for us in Stroud that Luis is being ordained. He first 

met The Christian Community in Stroud some 7 years ago and did his first 

internship here with us prior to the training in Spring Valley. Carmel will be 

attending the ordination in Spring Valley and will take our good wishes to Luis. 
 

Youth Conference 

Aaron is planning to take a group of youth to the ‘Phantasie’ international youth 

festival in Witten-Annen from the 6th – 11th June. More details can be found on 

the website www.iyfestival.org or from Aaron. 
 

Children’s Camp 

The camp is for children aged 8 – 14yrs and will again be at Colin Godman’s farm 

near Forest Row, Sussex. More details can be found on the web-site  

www.cc-camps.org or in the foyer, or from Aaron. 
 

Up-dating our records 

Nataliia is very kindly going through our membership and funeral records to 

make sure they are up-to-date and correct. You may therefore find her calling 

you up or mailing you to check details with you. We hope you won’t mind, and in 

fact you could also help by contacting her if you are a member of The Christian 

Community and have moved to Stroud in the past 5 years, just to make sure we 

have you on our local members list. 
 



 

 

Using Eye and Hand to Unearth the Reality of Rock 

A Hands-on Workshop with Roger Druitt 

 

Rocks are what keep us from sinking into the earth and so, it could be 

argued, have something to do with our being here, our sense of being.  As 

children we learn their weight and that they can scratch or graze.  They 

tell us we are not them.  As adults we learn to use them to make our 

world.  
 

The four sessions trace the path backwards from the rock we hold, 

through inferring its past from observing it.  We then look at its parts, 

imagining the time (and temperature) of its gradual forming out of the 

elements of its outer nature, asking why some elements like each other 

and others not.  Gradually then we begin to imagine, through our own 

sense of being, the inner nature of these elements—and the primal 

conditions in which they existed before setting out on their journey of 

becoming ROCK.  
 

No special knowledge necessary.  A hand lens will be useful.  
 

Friday 29th March  

               7.30 – 8.45pm   The rock in our hand                           

Saturday 30th March      

             10.30 – 11.30      How it came to be                                 

             11.45 – 12.45      The mysteries of rock chemistry               

               1.00 – 3.00         Lunch    

               3.00 – 4.30         Who are rocks?  
 

Suggested donation for workshop £15 - £20 
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