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South-West Regional Conference 
 

This year we will host the South-West regional conference in Stroud on 

Saturday 12th May. This will be the third in three years. In addition to 

Devon and Bristol we have also invited participation from our friends in 

Stourbridge. The theme this year is ‘Opening to the Future – cultivating 

new soul qualities of brotherhood.’ We will address the three soul 

qualities that we know will increasingly play an important role in the 

positive evolution of humanity in the coming centuries and millennia – 

Freedom of thought, Freedom of belief and Active compassion. The 

conference will run from 9.30 am and end at 4.00 pm and all are heartily 

welcome to participate. Contact one of the Priests for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Carmel’s Extended Break 
 

I will be away from 18th April to 18th July.  During these weeks I will take a 

holiday and spend time with children and grandchildren.  This will be the 

first opportunity to be free from responsibility for such an extended 

period. I am looking forward to it very much ….. 

I am also looking forward to returning refreshed and re-energised to what 

will be an exacting phase in the life of the community.   

         Carmel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Study Group - Understanding the Sacraments 
 

This monthly study group will explore those questions you might have had 

about our sacraments, with the main focus on the Act of Consecration of 

Man. We will work with your questions in group discussion and using 

artistic activities, colour observations and eurythmy to deepen our 

understanding. It is especially apt to intensify our relationship to the 'sun' 

like centre of our church life, when the outer form of the building is 

changing. All are welcome and please bring a sketchbook along.  

Contact Selina if you need more details. 

 



 

Priest Ordinations in Stuttgart and Tblisi 
 

This year eleven candidates will be ordained in Stuttgart from 16th-18th 

February.  Joseb Gumberidze, from Georgia, will be ordained in Tblisi on 

4th March. Their ages range from early thirties up to the late forties and 

the nationalities include Japanese, Norwegian, Brazilian and German. 

Newly ordained priests usually serve for ordinations and Selina has been 

asked to do so, along with Ioanna Panagiotopolous (who was ordained 

with Selina last year in Forest Row). 

 
 

Earth Group 
 

The Earth Group has explored together the secret life of trees through the 

Autumn, culminating in a contemplation on frankincense, and has moved 

onto the wonder of the soil. There is still space for anyone who would like 

to join (contact Selina). Here is a thought by an Unknown Author about 

soil: 

"Man - despite his artistic pretensions, his sophistication and his many 

accomplishments - owes his existence to a seven inch layer of topsoil and 

the fact that it rains." 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Camp venue 
 

We are delighted to at last have found a wonderful new venue for our 

annual Children’s Summer Camp. Colin Godman’s Farm just outside Forest 

Row in Sussex is a large biodynamic farm with cattle and sheep and has 

absolutely everything we dreamed of: three lakes for safe swimming, 

streams, forest, hiking, large barn and outbuildings. The farm is also near 

to Haywards Heath train station and Gatwick airport which will be a great 

help for fetching children and helpers coming from afar. Do visit our 

website www.cc-camps.org for more information.  

                              Warm wishes, Aaron, Hagar and Dom 
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Building Work 
 

The exact start date of the building work to create our new church (which 

will start with the demolition of part of our existing building) is not yet 

fixed, although four potential main contractors are currently pricing the 

whole job. One of these will be chosen at the beginning of March, after 

which it will be possible to set an exact start date, which is likely to be 

early in May. 

In the meantime, some pre-contract work is going to be done: in February 

the wall which divides the car park from our neighbours in Lodgemore 

Close is going to be repaired to make sure it is strong enough to withstand 

the heavy machinery which will be taking over the car park during the 

building work. And at the same time new drain pipes and a soakaway for 

the surface water will be laid in the lawn behind the church, during which 

the garden will be largely inaccessible, and the path running from the 

back gate will be out of use. 

The annexe (Patty’s old flat) is being converted into our new (temporary) 

entrance area and community space and this should be ready by the end 

of February.                               Paul 

         

Help with Moving 
 

We are going to be very busy moving and re-storing our various things 

from the existing loft space, garages and garden shed. This will have to be 

a phased operation depending on when the contractor takes on the site. 

With all this in mind we are hoping to begin with moving things in the 

second half of March. The first date will be 9.00 am on the 14th March to 

empty out the loft space and carry things over to the annexe. We will also 

need to move all the tables and benches from the old garden shed to the 

new one. All hands would be very welcome. Contact Aaron if you can 

help. We have also pencilled in the 23rd and 24th March to continue with 

moving and re-organising things. Please diarise these dates if you think 

you could lend a hand – even if just for part of the time.                Aaron 


